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Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing this letter in support of our Odyssey of the Mind teams from British Columbia who will 
be representing B.C. and Canada at the Odyssey World Finals competition to be held at Iowa State 
University in May, 2016. 

On April 16, 2016, these teams took part in the Odyssey Provincial Finals held in Coquitlam.  Each 
team won the competition for their problem category and age division and this has qualified them to 
compete at the International level with teams from around the world. 

Odyssey of the Mind is a school-based, worldwide program that promotes creative problem solving for 
students from kindergarten through college.  This unique program teaches students creative problem-
solving methods while working together as members of a team. By tapping into creativity, and through 
encouraging imaginative paths to problem solving, students learn skills that will provide them with an 
enhanced ability to solve problems. The creative problem-solving process promoted by this program 
rewards "shifting the paradigm."  While conventional thinking has an important place in a child's 
education, students need to be able to think creatively and productively in a team-fostered environment to 
better prepare them for the world in which we live.  Odyssey of the Mind is an amazing program that 
challenges and supports the learning and growth potential of these children and youth in a supportive 
and rich environment.   

As a result of their hard work and initiative, these students have earned the right to represent B.C. and 
Canada at the World Finals. However, in order to participate, each team requires financial support to 
cover travel, room and board, and other costs that will enable the students and their coach/chaperones to 
attend this competition. Any support that you could give them would be much appreciated.  We are able to 
issue a tax receipt for donations of $25 or more.  Cheques should be made payable to Creative Problem 
Solving Society, the non-profit registered charity that sponsors Odyssey of the Mind in B. C. 

Thank you in advance for your review of this request. If you require any further information, please feel 
free to contact me at the cpss.ca@gmail.com.  

This trip will provide the students with an educational and social/emotional experience that they will 
treasure always.  You need only imagine the excitement of being together with over 800 teams from 
around the world …  all like-minded students, engaged in creative thinking, problem solving and team 
work!  

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Atwater, President 


